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Partition Identities and the Question of 
Nationhood 

Shreya Das 

The partitions that took place in the twentieth century have primarily linked to certain common phenomena such as decolonisation, democratisation and cold war dynamics. The partition of India though one way or the other influenced by these factors has further 
been intertwined to the idea of nation. The concept of 
nation has entered only recently in to the vocabulary of 
humankind (Oommen 2003, 259).It is derived from the 
Latin wordnasciwhich means'to be born'. It originally 
designated a group of people who were born in the same 
area. (Jaffrelot and Dieckhoff, 2006, 2).In its original 
classical sensenasci meant a tribal-ethnic group, a 
people born in the same place or territory and wherein 
the political dimension was not a necessary element. The 
content of the model of nation was in essence cultural 
and it pointed to a variety of characteristics. Nationhood 
was a result of a mixture of all these attributes. The 
term nation has been interpreted in five different ways, 
in the different phases of its history. Hence, nation has 

variously been seen to mean: (1) a group of foreigners, 

(2) a community of opinion, (3) an elite, (4) a sovereign 

people, and (5) a unique people (Oommen 2003, 260). 

Thus tracing the origin of the term does not point at any 
political connotation in the proces8. 

However later with time, the concept of nation as 

a political entity gained vogue. there are seven ways 
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Interrogating Nationhood and 
Identity: The Partition Experience 

Shreya Das 

The idea of nation as an all-encompassing entity has undergone 
several changes in its form and substance over the last few centuries. 
Various historical developments have contributed to this process as 
a whole.The process of nation building today can mean diametrically 
opposite things. The basis and justification varies accordingiy. 
Likewise the very idea of identity has assumed a major place in 
this discussion since nation-states having multicultural societies 
have been trying to build nations with particularistic identity 
structures. This has resulted in the political discourse that is 
dominated by the politics of identities linking it to the idea of 
nationhood. Different scholars and political practitioners have tried 
to validate the concepts nation, nationality and identity based on 
specific procedures of nationhood. history and particular forms of 
sociality. 1 hereby tracing the gencalogy of tlhe concepts of nation. 

nationalismlinked with identity becomes a necessary first step m 
try ing to demystify them. In order to explore those causes and 
motivations which have directly or indirectly led to the sudden 
breakdown of long-standing inter-conmmunity relations and 
associations, it is necessary to locate the debates witlhin the paradigm 
set by the lwo-nation theory. This paper intends to trace the 
encalogy of the idea of nationhood and identity as it evolved with 

the development of the idea of partition and to study the link 
tween fragmented identities based on religion that had led to the 

ion experience. 
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Women's Struggle for Enfranchisement 
in India (1917-1947) 

Introduction 

Ujaini Samanta (Roy) 

The rise and i rapid growth of political agitation for self-government in the country 

made the women of 'India conscious of their exclusion by the British law from 

any share ofthe Government oftheir land. The first phase of women's movement 
in India emerged during the 1920s which developed a strong bond with the 

Congress led freedom movement. The Indian women who started to work 
collectively during this period identified the imperialist Raj as one of the chief 
ouGes of their deplorable condition. Women issues were linked to the question 

of foreign domination thereby resulting in a sort of informal but effective alliance 
between the woman protagonists and the Congress leaders. The emerging 
women's movement was characterized by a number of women's organizations. 
The establishment of Women's Indian Association (WIA) in1917 was the tirst 
atempt to organise women on an all -India basis. The founding members of the 
organization were Anne Besant, Margaret Cousins and Dorothy Jinrajadasa. 
Started at the height ofAnne Besant's Home Rule Movement, the organization 

Was described as the first purely feminist organization to arise in India' by 
RajkumariAmrit Kaur in 1932.' This was followed by another organization The 

All lndia Women's Conference (AAIWC) founded in 1927 by Margaret Cousin's 
n order to address the issue of educational reforms. With the passage of time however the AIWC found it impossible to discuss female education without 
COmmenting on social customs. such as child marriage and purdah which posed cilous obstacles. When the Sarda Act which set an age of marriage was debated in 1928, ,the AI WC made its debut as a lobbying organisation. The Act was passed and the AlWC claimed a victory.' This early success inspired the members and when the question of franchise emerged as an issue, they formed 

97 



Nationalisn is basically a fruit of the 15th century European 
renaissance. It is almost impossible to find a uniform definition 
of nationalism. This ideology developed in India from the late 
19th and the carly 20th centurv, when 'India' was serving as a 
colony of the British Empire. It found its expression in the 
freedom movement which aimed at establishing a distinct 
independent identity of India as a nation. 

The first section of this book, Nationalism beyond border: 
ldeology and its projection' focused mainly on the 
consolidation of the nationalist idea and its multi-dimensional 
projection on education, society agriculture, economy and 
culture of India. Tlhe second section of the book, 'Nationalism 
and women: Condition and contribution' has attempted to 
throw light on the contribution made by the womenfolk in 
different spheres of life from society to polity. The third section 
of the book has dealt with Nationalism and popular response' 

Dr. Chittabrata Palit, M.A (Cal), Ph.D (Cantab), 
FRAS (London) is a former professor of History, 
Jadavpur University and a U.G.C Emeritus Fellow. 
An eminent historian, he specializes in Economic 

History of India and one of the pioneers in History 
of Sciences in India. Among his number of books 
and edited volumes "Tension in Bengal Rural 
Society," Perspectives on Agrarian Bengal' 'history 
of Medicine in India' are verv popular. 

Dr. Sutapa Sengupta, M.A, (Jadavpur University) 
Ph.D, working as an Associate Professor in Historv, 
at Kalvani University. Carrying researches on Folk 
and Tribal History of different ethnic communities 
of Bengal. History of Ethno Medicine is the area of 

her special interest. Her book Ethnic Nature Cure 
and Its Modern Usage focuses on the vast 
knowledge of forgotten ethno0-medicines still used 
by exclusive ethnic communities. Her recent 
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The Historic 73:d Amendment: Evolution and Impact 
Uijaini Samanta Roy 

In the colonial period, the question of representation of different popu lation groups in the local bodies such as panchayats never came up for consideration. Setting up of village panchayats was solely limited to resident males, as a result of which the question of female representa tion in these bodies was never addressed. The concept of female suf frage also did not receive much attention in India until a delegation led by Margaret cousins and other members of WIA met the then Secre tary of State for India Edwin Montague during his visit to the subconti nent to discuss Indian demands for political representation in 1917. However inspite of sincere efforts on the part of the Indian delegation. the Southborough Franchise Committee which toured India to make a detailed study of the suffrage question, stated in its report in l919 that it was premature to grant voting rights to women in a backward society like that of India. Later the Joint Select Committee of British Parlia ment due to intense agitation and lobbying by women's organisations both in Britain and India recommended that sex disqualification be re garded as a domestic subject leaving it to the provincial legislatures to decide. Hence the Government of India Act 1919 provided that if the legislative council in any province passed a resolution in favour of 
women's franchise they should be put in the electoral register of that 
province.However this Act did not grant eligibility for membership ot 
legislative councils to the women. Later the law was modified and pow 
ers were given to the councils to pass resolutions to allow qualitied 
Women to become nmembers by election or nomination. 

In independent India although equality was guaranteed to the women in all spheres, the question of political Irepresentation was left to the 

lice of national ) level lconsultation, deliberation and consensus which 
discretion of women. However, in accordance with the prevailing prac-
was to be e reflected in the state's legislation, the subject was discussed In various fora at t national level. Thust s the Central Council ofLocal Gov-
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Confronting Unrest in Wartime Caleutta 
and 

Neighbouring its 
Districts (1939-45) 

Aritra Gangopadhyay 

Industrialised 

Among Indian cities it was Calcutta which bore the brunt of 
Second World War. Having been convinced of the strategic 
Importance of the city completed with its industrial and 

the beleaguered imperial power took steps commercial sectors, steps to 
secure the city and its neighbouring industrialised districts from 

and instigators. Anticipating popular trouble-makers' 

disaffection towards the war effort, state unleashed its repressive 
machinerv amalgamated with a close-knit surveillance sVstem 

This paper seeks to expose underlying vulnerabilities of the 
wartime imperial state by documenting panic-driven responses of 
the police and the bureaucracy to meet challenges emanated from 
"sabotages' and disturbances'. 

The growing commercial and strategic significance of the city 
played a pivotal role in the background by shaping policies of the 
colonial state at the time of wartime exigencies. With the 
beginning of the Second World War in 1939, industries in and 
around the city of Calcutta experienced increasing demand as the 
War in Middle-East and Africa pushed Britain to utilise its Asian 
empire for the supply of men and materials there. From 1941, 
strategic importance of Calcutta and its industrial suburbs grew 
manifold as Japan's entry drew the war closer to the city. For the 
beleaguered imperial state, the support of the war effort became 
the sole yardstick to identify its friends. Changing Course of the 
war created a stage for the friendship 

allies. 
Within a year of the German attack on Soviet Russia in June 

1941, left-wing groups altered their anti-war position and cane out supporting the Allied war effort. In the war years when 

of two unlikely 

spiralling prices aggravated the economic distress of the most of 
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Impact of Second World War on Workers 
Employed in Calcutta»s Informal Sectors 

Introduction 

Aritra Gangopadhyay 

Since the emergence of Calcuta as one of the most important 

commercial and industrial centres of British empire 's Asian possession, 
it drew a steady flow of people from villages of Bengal and other 
North Indian provinces, who flocked to the metropolis in search of 
livelihood. While a sizeable section of them found employment in 
organised industries, others tried to survive in the thriving informal 

ctors. With the coming of the 20th century, working class population 
of Calcutta who formed the bulk of the urban poor gradually found 
themselves under the influence of national and international political 
currents. The colonial regime encountered a different set of situations 
from the days of First World War when Second World War broke out 

in 1939. The anti-colonial consciousness was more profound, but the 
nationalist Congress had lost its monopoly over mass movements. The 
socialists and communists were gradually gaining popular support 
through peasant movements and working class agitations. Although the 
government propaganda machinery tried to mobilise the support for 
the Allied war effort, the fear of Japanese air-raids, rumours of an 

it attack on Bengal, spiralling prices, and stagnating wages made 

e war increasingly unpopular among the city's inhabitants. As the safety 
and security of Calcutta and its industrial suburbs were prioritised by 
Ue colonial state, the British authorities chose to strike a fine balance 
Detween the policy of outright repression and providing some measure 
of relief through 'war bonus' and 'Priority Classes Scheme' which 
eIsured supply of food items to the workers employed in the industries 
vital for the war effort at a subsidised rate. From the second half of 
1941,as the hostilities with Japan spread to India's eastern frontier, 
rice import from Burma' was stopped. In the meantime, the efood 
in angetic delta deteriorated as the state initiated the policy of denial'. 

Stored paddies were confiscated and country boats were destroyed 
1 situation 
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ABSTRACT 

The 

accum
ulation 

of Non-Performing 

Assets 

(N
PA

s), 
in

 
the 

Indian 

banking 

sector 

specially, 
in the 

public 

sector 

banks 
has 

become 
a serious 

problem
 

in 
the 

recent 

days 
in 

view 
of its 

increased 

The 

study 

has 

considered 
top 

five 

public 

sector 

and 

private 

sector 

com
m

ercial 

banks 
in 

term
s 

of revenue 

generation 

and 

covered 
a period 
of ten 

years 

from
 

2008-09 
to 

2017-18. 
In 
the 

present 

study 

Descriptive 

Statistics 

and 

Panel 

Regression 
Test 

have 

been 

carried 
out 
to 

analyse 
the 

data. The 

study 

revealed 

the 

negative 

association 

betueen 

provision 
for 

NPA 
to 

interest 

incom
e 

and profitability 

(RO
A

) 
in

 
case 
of the 
both 

banking 

categories. 

Additions 
in 

NPAs 

require 
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in order 

to 

com
pensate 

loss 
of assets 

resulting 

negative 

im
pact 

on 

profitability. 

Therefore 
the 
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should 

take 

every 

pOssible 

step 
for 

im
plem

entation 
of stringent 

credit 

appraisal 

system
 

so that the 

generation 
of N

PA
s 

can 
be 

m
inim

ized. 

The 

study 
has 

also 

found 

positive 

association 

betw
een 

NPA 

recovery 
and 

profitability 
in 
case 
of public 

sector 

banks. 

Therefore 
the 

public 

sector 

banks 
are required 

take 

adequate 

measures 
in 

regard 
to recover 
of N

 
PAs 
for 

im
proving 

the 

position 

which 
will result 

to 
get 

better 

profitability 
for 

their 

future 
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STRACT 
:h chis age of Information and Communication Technology (CT) academic insti-

Mroduction 

universities have constantly recognised that an institutional repository is an 
conmodity to collection, organisation as well as dissernination of research outouts of A 

oanisation 
borh before and after publications. This paper discusses the benefes and chal-

A Setting up an IR and rele of librarians to successtul manazement of an IR system. Aoords ; tnstitutional repository. Academic institutions, Higher education, Librarians 
Today internet has brought opportunities for availability of research by bringing down 

and physical barriers to sharing. The digitally networked environment gives de-
occess information, carry knowledge beyond traditional research niches, en 
coUrage new and interdisciplinary approaches and enable new research strategjes. But che 
prices of scholarly journals have risen throughout the past two decades, often forcing 
many libraries to cancel subscriptions. Now a days even the wealthiest institutions they 

ford to sustain all of the journals needed by their faculties and students. There 
ire may academic institutions take the advantage of internet to further their mission of ruting, preserving and disseminating knowledge. Colleges and universities have buit dig a repositories to preserve and distribute scholarly articles and other research outputs Many individual researchers have taken steps to allow their works to be made freey aralable in their institutional repositories as well as some of the institutions have adopted Tesolutions for more open access to scholarly articles. On February 2008, The Faculty of Arts and Sciences (FAS) at Harvard University took a landmark steps. That the facuity authors send an electronic copy of their scholarly articles to the university's digital reposi oy and grant copyright permission to the university to archive and to distribute these arüicles unless a faculty member has waived the policy for a particular article. 

tions, 2005" to 

In India UGC in 2005 had already developed a policy document on building university level institutional digital repository. UGC recommended that all the universities should set up theses repository to facilitate e-submission, archiving, maintenance and access to this repository at the university level. University Grant Commission (2005) enacted "UGC 
(Submission of Metadata and Full-Text of Doctoral theses in Electronic Format) Regula-

Strengthen national capability of producing electronic theses and disserta 
tions, and to maintain university level databases of theses and dissertations. Another gov-

Librarian, Purash-Kanpur Haridas Nandi Mahavidyalaya. Afilated to University of Calcutta, 

Emal ld-sudipta6021 1980@gmail.com 
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Institutional digital repository as a new weapon to academic libraries 

Abstract 

Keywords 

Sudipta Chakraborty 

Today intermet has brought opportunities for availability of rosearch publications by reducing economic 
end physical barriers through shaing of resources. The digitally networked environment ghves 
RSearchers, scholars and all types of infomation founders democracy to access infomation, cary 
knowBedge beyond traditional documents, encourage new and interdisciplinary approaches and enable 
new research strategies. Therefore many academic institutions take the advantage of intemet to 
Auther their mission of creaing, preserving and disseminating knowledge. Colleges and universities 
have buit digital repositonies to preserve and distribute scholarly articles and other research outputs. 
This paper discusses the benefits and challenges of setting up an IR and role of librarians to 
SUCcesstul management of an IR system. 

Librarian, Purash-Kanpur Hartdas Nandi Mahavidyalaya, Amta, Horah-711410. 
Affiliated to University Of Calcutta. 

Email ld-sudipta08021980@gmall.com 

Introduction 

Institutional repository, Acadermic institutions, Higher education, Librarians. 

Our society is undergoing a process of rapid change and moving towards what is labelled as the 
information society, knowledge society, network society etc. Information and knowiedge are twO 
distinguishing features of this modern society and the main driver of this change is the growing use 
of ICTAI of we are well known to the fact that library is no more a storehouse in today's knowledge 
era. In India UGC in 2005 had already developed a policy document on building university level 
institutional digital repository. UGC recommended that all the universities should set up theses 
repository to facilitate e-submission, archiving, maintenance and access to these repository at the 
university level. University Grant Commission(2005) enacted "UGC (Submission of Metadata and 
Full-Text of Doctoral theses in Electronic Format) Regulations,2005" to strengthen national capability of producing electronic theses and dissertations, and to maintain university level databases of 
theses and dissertations(INTED-Indian National Theses Database) and submission of PhD theses in electronic format. Another govemment orgarnisation, National Knowledge Commission(2007) strongly advocates open access to public funded research literature and has taken initiatives for building 

UGC Sponsored National Seminar on Towards knowledge sociely and the role of acaderic libraries: problems and prospects" organized by the Dept. Of Ib.& Inf. Sc., Rabindra Bharati University, on 1gn March 2017. 
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DRS: A New Instrument 
To The Library Professionals 

Librarian Purash Kanpur Haridas Nandi Mahavidvalaya, Howrah Mob No:-8697088745 
E-Mail: sudipta0602 1980@gmail.com 

Todav frequently available email and web services have led to the development of digital reference 
services (DRS). The users of digial libraries are the universal users who should have facility to access lo 
all digial sources of information. This paper discusses about the basic concepts, and elements of digia 
reference services, the advantages, role oflibrary professionals etc. 

1. Introduction: 

Sudipta Chakraborty 

Keywords: Digital reference service, Digilal reference sources, Virtual reference. 

Nowadays advent of internet has proved to bea great boon for accessing any information from any part of 
the world. Technical advancement provides a platfom for digital resource sharing and ofer many 
opportunities to users and readers to become more and more knowledgeable person by using information 
effectively. Many digital library initiatives have taken placed in India. National Digital Library stands as 

an umbrella and it's underneath knowledge are integrating and gathering on diverse topics in various 
sectors and different formats. Today in the digital library or virtual library information is selected, 
acquired, processed and organised in digital format. The users of digital library are the universal users who 
should have facility to access to all digital sources of information according to the needs of users. So 

reference service is extended beyond the physical library and designated reference desk hours, opening the 
building for 24 hours etc. The frequently available e-mail and web services has led to the development of 

digital reference services which have become a significant factor in the implementation of the internet to 

library services. 
2. Whatis Digital Reference Services? 

3.1 EMAIL 

DRS is a service by which a library reference service is conducted online and the reference transaction is a 

computer-mediated communication. It is the computer mediated delivery of reference information 

provided by library professionals to users who cannot access or do not want face to face communication. 

The earliest DRS were launched in the mid 1980s by academic and medical libraries and provided by 

email. With the advent of graphical World Wide Web libraries have adopted webforms for question 

submission. 

3. Different types of Digital Reference Sources 

E-mail is the earliest and perhaps the most prevalent medium of virtual reference. With the proliferation of 

215 
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of rewly created informations are digital, they are fragile and completely dependent software and machines to make them accessible. Digital objects are easier to copy, transfer and repackage development and innovations come new challenges. Technological obsolescence, storage 
but inherently not easier to preserve over the longtime. With the new 
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